A.  Yeah.  I told him what they said and he
said it wasn't true.

Mr Brewster stated that neither the complainants or
their crew ever complained to him about any lack of roof bolt-
ing or unsafe conditions, and he was not aware of any rock
ever falling on Mr. Collins1 machine.  He confirmed that
Mr Sweeney never complained about the complainant's work,
and that he (Brewster) hired Mr. Kennedy because he had the
reputation of being a good scoop man (Tr. 156).

Hubert Sweeney, testified that he was employed by the
respondent as an underground section foreman on the second
shift and that he was laid off on March 15, 1985, when the
mine "worked out" and was closed.  Prior to this time he
worked at the mine in 1982 when it was operated as the
Virginia-West Virginia Coal Mine, and it was owned by Mr. Dave
Jordan, the respondent's owner.

Mr. Sweeney confirmed that Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Collins
worked for him as scoop operators on the second shift.  He
denied that he directed them to work under unsupported roof
or that he fired them for refusing to do so.  He stated that
during the shift on August 23, 1984, he observed Mr. Kennedy
and Mr. Collins sitting in their equipment talking and he
told them that if they did not want to "pull coal" to go home.
He stated that he fired them for "goofing off."

Mr. Sweeney confirmed that he was interviewed by MS HA
special investigator Dewey Rife on September 20, 1984, during
his investigation of the complaints and he admitted telling
Mr. Rife that Mr, Collins and Mr. Kennedy quit their jobs and
that he did not know what happened to cause them to quit (Tr.
160-165),

Mr. Sweeney testified as follows with respect to the

COmPlainants ^ft their jobs

Why did these two men quit,

JUDGE KOUTRAS:
Mr. Sweeney?

A.  Sir, I don't know why they quit.  They
were down at the break a talking.  They didn't

cSSdMU "V?;1 "^ X to" them if thfy
couldn't do no better than that they might as
well go home  One got to preaching that I
fired him and the other one, he didn't --i
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